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Trust for America’s Health (TFAH), in collab-
oration with the Department of Health Policy
at the George Washington University School of
Public Health and Health Services, proposes
unifying and elevating within HHS the food
safety policy, inspection, and enforcement ac-
tivities currently spread throughout FDA and
better integrating them with CDC’s disease sur-
veillance and epidemiology functions to create
a more streamlined, effective agency within
HHS focused solely on food safety.  To achieve
this goal, we propose the creation of a new
agency -- the Food Safety Administration (FSA).

(See Appendix A: Restructuring Food Safety at
HHS for more detail).  The proposed FSA
would report directly to the secretary of HHS.

The new FSA would be created by separating
FDA’s food functions from its medical product
functions and creating two agencies operating
within HHS.  The drug and devices sections of
FDA could be renamed the Federal Drug and
Device Administration (FDA).  The FDA and
new FSA could continue to share facilities and
other resources as appropriate for the sake of
efficiency and effectiveness.  

First, unifying FDA’s food functions together
under one top administrator reporting to the
HHS secretary would result in a clearly desig-
nated, accountable individual who would be re-
sponsible for the success of all HHS food safety
activities, provide clear leadership during crises,
and ensure that food safety functions are coor-
dinated and streamlined at the department.  

Second, this leader would be charged with
deploying the department’s food safety re-

sources to achieve the greatest possible ben-
efit and integrating federal, state and local
food safety activities.  

And third, the food safety administrator would
have the standing to work effectively within the
federal government -- in dealings with the Of-
fice of Management and Budget (OMB) and
other agencies -- and to provide leadership on
food safety nationally and internationally.  

5. RECOMMENDATIONS:  MAKING FOOD SAFETY A PRIORITY
AT HHS
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FIGURE 1: Current Food And Drug Administration Organizational Chart

Note: The boxes outlined in red represent FDA offices with food-related responsibilities.


